The ABC’s

Of Entering the 2008 Newport to Ensenada Race


Now that you’ve decided to participate in the 2008 Newport-to-Ensenada Yacht Race, what do you do next? The following is the list of what you need to do to be “properly entered” in the Race.
YACHT CLUB MEMBERSHIP 

You need to be a member of a Yacht Club recognized by the Southern California Yachting Association (SCYA), or if you’re from out-of-state or out-of-country, a Yacht Club recognized by US Sailing, or your National Sailing Authority.
A list of SCYA recognized Yacht Clubs can be found on the SCYA web-site at www.scya.org . Simply click on the MEMBER CLUBS link and explore the details provided by the various clubs. It’s up to you to decide which Yacht Club to join (based on which one best fits your style and your wallet).
SAIL NUMBER
You need to have a US Sailing sail number for your boat. If your boat doesn’t have a sail number, contact SCYA to get one.

If you are from out-of-state or out-of-country, you can obtain your sail number from your local or National Authority

FLEET MEMBERSHIP 

You need to be a member of PHRF of Southern California (PHRF), of the Ocean Catamaran Racing Association (ORCA), or of XSracing (XS). This applies to all racers regardless of their home port. PHRF issues the Rating Certificates for all of the PHRF boats that participate in the Race. ORCA provides NOSA with an Official Ratings List for ORCA boats. XSracing provides the ratings for boats racing in the XS Fleet. 

ENTRY FORM 

You need to submit an Official Entry Form. The Entry Form can be found on the NOSA web-site at www.nosa.org
If you intend to enter a “Cruising Class” you must also complete the Cruising Class Equipment Worksheet.
The Entry Form and Entry Fee must be received by NOSA no later than the cutoff date specified in the Notice of Race. There will be no exceptions. Late entries will be considered “non-entries”.

In addition to the traditional “paper” entry process, NOSA is also providing on-line entry for racers who are paying by credit card. Go to www.nosa.org for on-line entry
CREW LIST
The Port of Ensenada, Mexican Customs, and the US Customs and Border Patrol require that you submit a list of crew members to NOSA. You need to fill out the “Crew List” section of the Entry Form. For 2008, you must provide the Name, Citizenship, and Date of Birth of each crew member you ‘anticipate’ taking to Ensenada
BOAT INSPECTION
NOSA will randomly inspect boats in Ensenada for compliance with the Equipment Requirements listed in the Notice of Race. There is no requirement for a pre-race inspection.
Monohull boats must comply with the PHRF Standard Equipment List for Category I races. Multihull boats must comply with the ORCA Equipment List for Coastal Races. All boats must comply with US Coast Guard Equipment Requirements.

SKIPPER’S PACKET PICKUP
You need to pick up your Skipper’s Packet. The Packet Pick-up Schedule can be found on the NOSA web-site.
The Skipper’s Packet, which will include, at a minimum:

· Sailing Instructions (and any Amendments)

· A list of competitors sorted by class and another sorted by sail #

· The Master’s Oath – this form must be completed and submitted to US Customs and Border Patrol as you clear Customs in San Diego upon your return to the U.S..
FINAL STEPS

You need to pass by a NOSA Check-in boat prior to going to the starting area. Check-in boats are stationed in the vicinity of “K” Mark inside Newport Harbor, off Corona Del Mar State Beach, and off Balboa Pier.

As you pass by the Check-in boat, hail your sail number and be sure you receive an acknowledgement that your sail number is on the Official Entry List. 
Wait until it is time for your class to start and cross the correct start line after the starting signal.

Novice and seasoned racers should attend one of the NOSA Pre-Race Seminars for a thorough discussion about all aspects of the Race.  The schedule is on the NOSA web site.
The slides used during the Seminars are also on the NOSA website. Review them carefully.
